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ARMOURis a coming-of-agestoryabout
Harry Slade, a young, gay, major
footballerfrom Yorkshireand his journey
towardĖeqokpioutė.

Created,co-written andto be co-directed
by gay Yorkshireman,Tim Reynard,
ARMOURis authentic and provocative
and has the potential to be a returning
series,orastand-alonemini-series.





SYNOPSIS Harry Slade is the best player at his hometown club in
Yorkshire,whosit in theeqwpvt{ėuseconddivision. At 20 years
old, with a big money move to the PremierLeagueand an
Englandcall-up on the horizon,thepcvkqpėunext big talent is
on the brinkof achievinghisdreams. But Harryhasa secret: he
is gay,andthe constantthreatof homophobia,exacerbatedby
his growingfame,forcesHarryto suppresswho he is. Whena
tabloid catches him hooking up with another man and
threatensto Ėqwvėhim, his brother and agent,Aiden,has to
makedodgymovesto burythestory.

Shakenby this closecall, Harry doublesdownĔhiding his
sexualityevenmore than before. Whenhis queer,childhood
best friend CharlotteshowsHarry the openness of London,
Harrystartsto pushfor a transferto aclubin thecapital.

Far from home, and now living in the ĖDig Uoqmgėwith
Charlotte,Jctt{ėuconfidence grows. He begins a secret,
romanticrelationshipwith a former teammateand considers
Ėeqokpiqwvėto Charlotte. Despitethe stridesHarryfeelsjgėu
making,the clashbetweenhis sexualityand fameshattershis
life once again: his relationshipfalls apart and he is badly
injuredin a homophobicattack,to the point wherehispersonal
life,careerandmentalhealtharein jeopardy.

Strugglingto regainfitnessandnowlonelywithouthisgreatest
ally,Charlotte- who hasmovedto Denmarkfor work- Harry
makesan anxiety-inducingmove to the States. The switch
allowsHarrya cleanslatewith lessfame,and he finally feels
freeto testdrivewhohereallyis. Withabetterbalancebetween
his public profile and personallife, Harry starts to wonder;
must sexuality always be a barrier to sporting fame and
success?

Whenhis formermentor,Lorna,comesbackinto his life out of
the blue, he is offered an opportunity to return to English
football. Harryhas a life-changingdecisionto make: doeshe
perseverewith hisanonymous,escapistlife abroad,or takethe
riskof returninghometo makehistory?



ARMOURis an LGBTQ+dramaabouta footballer,not a football

drama about an LGBTQ+person. The show focuses on Harry 

coming of age, slowly navigating his new queer personal world set 

against the stark contrast of his hyper-masculine career. As such, 

vjgtgėu hardly any football whatsoever in ARMOUR.

The benefit of the football backdrop is that it provides a

traditionally masculineand high-profile world that raises the

stakesfor Harry. Thedifficultieshe goesthroughareuniversalfor

most queerpeoplebut, by makinghim a famousplayerof the

world's most popular sport, we exacerbate the potential

consequencesof him beingĖqwvgfė. Thisallowsusto explorethese

issuesin powerfulways,suchasfeelingalienatedfromĖvjgncfuėor

fearingblowbackfrom socialmedia. However,theachievementsof

the teams he plays for are irrelevantto the plot - even his

individualsportingsuccessisonlyconsideredwhenexamininghow

the personal problems he faces impact on his professional

performance. Thisis similarto FIFTEEN-LOVE,the newAmazon

six-part serieswhichis an LGBTQ+dramaabout sexualassault,

setagainstthebackdropof tennis.

ARMOUR is a tale of a double life: from Harry getting a 2am 

blowjob in a field from a hot bartender to needing a date for a 

team WAGs dinner; going on a romantic trip to the Highlands with 

a secret lover to using his lesbian bestie as a Ėdgctfė. Only by 

shedding the armour jgėu built to protect this double-life can Harry 

reconcile his two worlds and truly accept himself. 

GENRE



ARMOURfeatures an all-queer creative
team and has beencast by the Casting
Directorof TOPBOYandJOJORABBIT.HARRY CHARLOTTE

A bold, vibrantnorthernlad from humblebeginnings.
He's on a path of swift successand a star in the
making: the envyof hispeers. Theonly issuehisworld
harboursis the dangerof him beinggayin a profession
without anyopenlygayplayers. His heart is hugeand
he wants to please everyone, but his volatile
personalityaffects his friendshipsand puts him in
toughpositions. He'sat a crossroadsof two dreams: to
climb to the top of his professionor lovehimselfand
tell theworldwhohereallyis. Therearemanytrialsand
tribulationsahead.

A bright starwhosedeterminationand grit earnedher
an Oxfordeducation,despiteher working-classroots.
She'sincrediblycaringof herfriends,most of all Harry.
Her powerfulfemalevoiceis paramountin this male
dominated world. On her own journey of self-
discovery,Ejctnqvvgėucareerpulls her to Scandinavia
whereher first queerrelationshipis able to blossom.
She has her own battles to fight which brings her
friendship with Harry to the edge Ĕalbeit often
becauseof his indelicateactions. If theycouldseehow
similartheircircumstancesare,theycouldunite.

MAIN CHARACTERS



ARMOURfeatures an all-queer creative
team and has beencast by the Casting
Directorof TOPBOYandJOJORABBIT.AIDEN LORNA MASON

Harry'shiddenrock. A welfareofficer,
youthcoachandmotherfigurefor the
team but sheseesHarryneedsmore
attention. Lornais a pivotalcharacter
in hisprofessionallife ashenavigates
himself in this high-octane world.
Nqtpcėuwisdom demands respect,
and her door is alwaysopen.Nqtpcėu
life takesa turnwhenshefindsherself
in a newroleverydifferentto the job
ujgėulivedandbreathedfor years.

A senior statesmanin Harry'sclub.
He's weathered the storm of
footballerlife and knowsHarrylooks
up to him. Despitehis experience,his
childish approach to the world is
causingfriction. It's clearthat Mason
is clinging on to glory by aligning
himselfwith the nextbig star. There's
an undercurrentof somethingwithin
their relationshipand they both must
getto thebottomof it.

Harry'slast line of defence. Aiden is
strong, cunning and protective. He
wantsthe bestfor hisyoungerbrother
bothpersonallyandprofessionallybut
findshimselfin turmoilkeepingall the
platesspinning. Canthis gamebe too
big evenfor him or can he navigate
them through the storms ahead?
Aidenfinds hehastoughdecisionsto
make when his profile grows and
Jctt{ėudeclines.



EPISODE ONE: 
KICK/BEAT
Harry is a young footballer at
FountainsCity,a teamin the division
belowthePremierLeague. Havingjust
won Young Player of the Year,he
rewardshimself by buying his first
apartment. HisbrotherAidenĔwhois
alsohis agentĔhelpshim moveand
hisbest friendCharlottejoins,though
vjg{ėxgbeen estranged since his
immature reaction when she Ėecog
qwvėto him.

Over the summer, Harry starts to
realisewhatmakeshim differentfrom
his teammates - jgėugay, but he
jcupėvaccepted,orevenacteduponit
yet. A complex but enlightening
conversationwith a bisexualfriendon
a campingtrip, anda drunkenmutual
masturbationwith a teammate,force
Harryto confronthissexuality. But at
his 21st birthday party everything
changes. He secretlyhooksup with a
bartenderand is photographedin the
act by a paparazziwho threatensto
Ėqwvėhimğ

EPISODE TWO: 
SAVE/TOUCH
After his first gay experienceand
nearly beingĖqwvgfė.Harry doubles
down and forceshimself to try being
with a woman. Expectedto attend a
team WAGs dinner, Harry recruits
Aiden to find him a date. However,
despitehis determinationto present
asa straightman,Harryfindsheecpėv
ignorewho he is and seeksa hookup
to losehisgayvirginity.

Feelingdown in trainingand looking
for solace,Harry notices a romantic
interest with a fellow player, Zac.
CharlotterealisesHarryneedsto let
loose and get away from their
hometown,so she arrangesa trip to
the capitalto attend an eye-opening
carnival. Inspiredby their adventure
and with his public profile growing,
Harryrealiseshe couldchangehis life
- hopefully for the better - and
pushesfor a moveto a Londonclub.
Despitebeingdesperateto run away
from his life as he knows it, Harry
findsastumblingblock: Zac.

EPISODE THREE: 
SWITCH/TRAP
Jctt{ėutransferto CamdenAthleticis
complete. Charlotteinvites Harry to
moveinto her flat andbeginsto take
noticeofJctt{ėusexuality. Whilstthey
become closer, relentless press
intrusion makes their homelife
challenging. Meanwhile,the arduous,
commercial role of a footballer
becomesinescapablein Jctt{ėulife.
When Camden sets up an anti-
homophobiacampaign,Harrypanics,
terrifiedto bepubliclyassociatedwith
anythingLGBTQ+.

Zac persuadesHarry to go on a
clandestine weekend away to the
remote Scottish Highlands. Despite
their electrifying new bond, their
burgeoningromanceforces them to
face the impossiblereality of having
bothasuccessfulfootballcareeranda
gay relationship. Depressedby a no-
win situation,Harryendsthingswith
Zacanddiscreetlyjoinsagayhook-up
app, entering a dangerousworld of
risk,thirstandexpectation.

EPISODES



Harryis victim of a harrowingordeal-
a homophobicattack after an away
match. However,this givesHarrythe
strength to Ėeqogqwvėto Charlotte.
Withhisinjuryrulinghim out of action
for a long time to come,and Aiden
brutally dropping him as a client,
Harry must adjust to life on the
sidelines. Blaming himself for what
happened with Zac, Harry spirals;
letting socialmediaaffect his mental
wellbeing.

Charlottetakesa job in Denmarkand
Harry becomes lonely without her,
Aidenand Zacin his day-to-day life.
He realisessomethinghasto change.
CharlotteconvincesHarry to find a
new opportunity abroad, both
professionallyand personally,and he
acceptsa loan move to the States.
Virtuallyanonymousfor the first time
in hisadult life,Harrygoeson his first
ever date with a man, Seb, who
introduceshim to anoutrageous,wild
andqueerlifestyle.

EPISODE FIVE: 
PRESS/TURN
Jctt{ėunew life in the States,and
blossomingfriendshipwith Seb, gives
him an opportunity to explore his
sexuality. Harrystarts to date a guy
who is verymuchinto him, but Harry
treats the relationship with
trepidation; having never been in
anythingĖugtkqwuėbefore. Charlotte,
with her new girlfriend,visits Harry
and revealsvjg{ėtgtrying to get
pregnant.

Jctt{ėucareeris back on track and
jgėuplaying well on loan, having
finally recovered from his injury.
Confident about his future, Harry
decides to tell Aiden, and other
peoplein hislife,thatjgėugay.Kvėunot
long before Jctt{ėuĖeqokpiqwvė
inspiresmovesfrom his circle,which
may reignite an enticing, lifelong
dreamğ but everythingis about to
come crashingdown. Harrymakesa
selfish mistake with catastrophic
consequencesfor Charlotte; risking
hisgreatestfriendshipandturninghis
worldon its head.

EPISODE SIX: 
COUNTER ATTACK

Jctt{ėuready. Jgėubeen offered a
return to newly-promoted Fountains
and the club has put measuresin
place for Harry to becomethe first
openly-gay footballer in the Premier
League- if vjcvėuthe decision he
wants to make. With his friendships
andlovelife in tatters,Harrywonders
if makinghistory is worth the risk to
his,andhishcokn{ėu.wellbeing. Justas
Harrybeginsto build bridgeswith his
loved ones and repairhis friendship
with Charlotte,disasterstrikesagain.
Aiden is contactedby the pap who
threatenedtoĖqwvėHarryyearsbefore.
Jgėuback and ready to press the
button, leaking the compromising
imageof Harry.

Seb and Charlottecome to support
Harry in his time of need and a
remarkableencounterreunitesHarry
with Zac.Kvėunearlyfive yearsto the
daythat Harryhadhisfirst experience
with a man- will hemakehistoryand
tell theworldwhohereallyis?

EPISODE FOUR: 
PLAY/CROSS

EPISODES



Sexuality:
Å Hiding, coming to terms with, and exploring sexuality
Å Pressure of expectation relating to traditionally 

masculine traits, interests and friendship groups
Å Same sex couples having children

Relationships:
Å Platonic relationships between men and women
Å The lines between platonic, sexual and romantic 

relationships among queer people

KEY THEMES

Discovery and growth:
Å Moving away to reinvent yourself
Å Discovering drugs
Å Desire to retain roots despite not being comfortable 

with them

Class and wealth:
Å North/South divide in the UK
Å ęUocnn-vqypĚ"cvvkvwfgu"vq"marginalisedgroups 
Å Going from working class to rich and famous

The story of ARMOUR explores multiple strands of several key themes. 
Some are timeless, some modern, and all are very topical in the UK:



ARMOUR will primarily target the 16-34 age bracket. The ugtkguė dynamic style, relatable themes and never-told-

before story will attract those that frequently watch dramas of internal struggle, LGBTQ+ narratives and coming-

of-age stories.

KVėU A SIN went beyond being an LGBTQ+ show by pulling in numbers from older audiences with its secondary 

theme and time setting. Theshowachieved18.9 millionviewson video-on-demand,with socialmediaandword-

of-mouth its primarysourceof initial views. Recentdramaswith a similar style and theme,such as I MAY

DESTROYYOU,NORMALPEOPLEandHEARTSTOPPER,sawsimilaronline-drivensuccess.

The popularity of the 2014 film PRIDE showed how audiences resonated with a depiction of the differences 

between a hyper-masculine community and the gay community. CTOQWTėu core story of how two polar opposite 

worlds come together will capture a similar audience. 

AUDIENCE

FIFTEEN-LOVE | Amazon Prime Video KVėU A SIN | Channel 4 I MAY DESTROY YOU | BBC INDUSTRY | BBC



Theundertonesof Jctt{ėucareer,and his move to the States,will pull in a secondaryaudience. Demandfor TED

LASSOis 28x higher than the averageTV seriesand drives18% of all Apple TV+ plays. Along with Fkupg{-ėu

WELCOMETOWREXHAM,the showhasbeennotablefor pullingin audienceswhofqpėvusuallywatchfootball. The

recentfootball explosionin the States,and the US hosting the 2026 OgpėuWorldCup,makeus confident that

ARMOURhasinternationalappealaswellasdomestic.

With formerLGBTQ+ally, JordanHenderson,movingto a Saudisideand the recentOgpėuWorldCupin Qatar-

countriesthat still outlawhomosexuality- anti-LGBTQ+sentimentin football is at the forefrontof discussiontopics.

A realisticportrayalof howa top-levelmalefootballercouldĖeqogqwvėin this environment,wouldbeof greatpublic

interest.

ARMOURis ashowthat will betalkedabout.

WE ARE WHO WE ARE | HBOTED LASSO | Apple TV+ NORMAL PEOPLE | BBC HEARTSTOPPER | Netflix



CLICK TO WATCH

SIZZLE REEL

https://vimeo.com/787886035/107d886ba3


Theugtkguėleadroleshavebeencastby Des
HamiltonCasting(TOPBOY,JOJORABBIT,
TYRANNOSAUR). Freshoff the backof her
criticallyacclaimeddebutperformancein the
featurefilm PRETTYREDDRESS,Alexandra
BurkehasbeencastasLorna.

CastingDirectorSophie Pearsonhas also
cast Sam Strike (CHERNOBYL,THE
SANDMAN)as Mason. Sam will soon be
seen in a major role in GeorgeEnqqpg{ėu
featurefilm,THEBOYSINTHEBOAT.

Wearecommittedto castingLGBTQ+actors
in LGBTQ+roles. Harrywill be portrayedby
Jack Forsyth-Noble (LIFE AFTER LIFE,
DOCTORWHO) and Charlotte by Kate
James, reppedby IndependentTalent. We
havealsoattachedAlexBritt (EASTENDERS,
BLACKMIRROR)asJctt{ėuloveinterest.

OthercastincludeWill FitzGeraldasJctt{ėu
brotherAiden; and PetriceJones(LOCKE&
KEY,STEPUP: HIGHWATER)in a pivotal
two-episodearcasa fellowplayer.

CASTING

JACK
FORSYTH-NOBLE
HARRY

KATE
JAMES
CHARLOTTE

SAM
STRIKE
MASON

PETRICE
JONES
KIDANE

ALEXANDRA
BURKE
LORNA

WILL
FITZGERALD
AIDEN

https://www.deshamilton.com/
https://www.deshamilton.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2022/oct/09/pretty-red-dress-review-big-hearted-music-drama-dresses-to-impress
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.spotlight.com/3579-8947-2494
https://www.spotlight.com/3572-0168-2152
https://www.independenttalent.com/actors/kate-james/
https://www.independenttalent.com/actors/kate-james/
https://www.spotlight.com/5090-7835-0783
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4695771/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5597834/
https://www.spotlight.com/3572-0168-2152
https://www.independenttalent.com/actors/kate-james/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4695771/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5597834/
https://www.spotlight.com/3579-8947-2494
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.deshamilton.com/


ANGIE
Jctt{ėu"owo

SARAH LANCASHIRE, Happy Valley
EMILY WATSON, Chernobyl
MICHELLE FAIRLEY, Game of Thrones
JOANNA SCANLON, After Love

CALLU
LORNA

CASTING 
IDEAS FOR 
OTHER 
ROLES

ISOBEL
Fountains City Chairperson

NOMA DUMEZWENI, The Little Mermaid
GOLDA ROSHEUVEL, Bridgerton
DAME EMMA THOMPSON, Years and Years
DAME MAUREEN LIPMAN, The Pianist

THEO
Jctt{ėu"hktuv"ugzwcn"eqpswguv

CALLUM SCOTT HOWELLS, Kvėu"C"Ukp
THOMAS DOHERTY, Industry
JORDAN LUKE GAGE, Cucumber
KIERON RICHARDSON, Hollyoaks

JEFF
Jctt{ėu"ic{"ogpvqt"kp"Rqtvncpf

OLLY ALEXANDER, Kvėu"C"Ukp
KEIYNAN LONSDALE, Love, Simon
JEREMY POPE, Hollywood
LUKAS GAGE, The White Lotus

https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583
https://www.spotlight.com/6774-8970-2583


MUSIC
Weaimto attachanelectronicmusicDJto composethescorefor ARMOURin orderto
reflectJctt{ėuloveof music. Usingprogressivehouseanddrumandbassasa form of
escapismfor his meteoricrise,fall and riseagain,the scorewill keepthe rhythm of
breakingthroughbarriersin hispersonallife. TheDJsbelowaretargetsto approach.

Thescorewill beexperimental,industrial-synthbased. Uniquepercussionwill emulate
soundsfoundon a football pitch. Theconceptwill be similarto IsobelWaller-Dtkfigėu
scorefor FLEABAGin whichshe reinventedchoral,hymn and chambermusic for a
commercialaudience. The intention is for the music to serveas a juxtapositionto
expectationsabouta seriesrelatedto footballandsocialstigmatism. Thescorewill be
intimate,delicateand,at times, fragile,reflectingJctt{ėurelationshipwith the sport.
Usingemotivesynthpadsandopposingfleetingmelodies,the scorewill resonatewith
the interactionsthat Harryhasthroughouthisgrowth.

Other influencesinclude the soundtrackfor BBC Americadrama INDUSTRYby
CanadianDJNathanMicay, aswellasTrentReznorandAtticusTquuėelectro-industrial
scoresfor THESOCIALNETWORKandGONEGIRL.

Clickbelowto listento aSpotifyplaylist
with tracksthat inspirethescoreof ARMOUR

https://www.elderbrookofficial.com/
https://www.fredagain.com/
https://dimension.live/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/23YUWKHLIKGKEWr27i1vRM?si=bebd8498925248ae&nd=1
https://twitter.com/nathanmicay


Weaim to shooton locationasmuchaspossible
in orderto ensurean authenticfeel to the series.
OurstoryfollowsHarryfrom Yorkshireto London
to the States,and brief trips to Glasgowand the
ScottishHighlands.

Thelocationswill feellikecharactersĔeachof the
three places that Harry lives are completely
different. Theywill representthe journeyhe goes
through,both in his careerand as he growsas a
personto beahappy,Ėqwvė.gayman.

Ourstoryhasbeenwrittenwithdynamiclocations
in mind, matchingthe paceof the script. We see
Harry in swanky establishmentsreflecting his
celeblifestylebut alsoin intimateplacesreflecting
hislifeawayfromfame.

His life goes from quiet, rural solitude in the
YorkshireDales; to loud,packedstadiums; to the
constant chaos of Nqpfqpėubusy streets and
eclecticcultures.

HisOregondayscompletelychangethe dynamic
ĔHarry visits beaches and mountains; sees
completely different architecture; and is
surroundedby landscapesand lifestylesa world
awayfromhishome.

The locations in ARMOURwill feel premium,
fast-movingandvivid.

LOCATIONS



As Harrymovesfrom Yorkshireto Londonto Portlandand
back to England,the visual style of ARMOURwill subtly
change. Cinematographyand productiondesignwill play a
pivotalpart in exhibitingJctt{ėujourney,both personallyand
professionally,over a five-year span. The rapid nature of
changein fashion,musicand tech in the modernworld will
offer a dynamicvisualstyle to the showplusan opportunity
for our target audience to reminisce their adolescence.

CINEMATOGRAPHY & 
PRODUCTION DESIGN

ARMOUR cast member, Jack Forsyth-Noble, in DeCantillon Filmsė"hgcvwtg."UPON THE EDGE (2022)


